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Planetary Crisis of Climate Change: 

Climate Risks – Europe & the World

1st ever European Climate 

Risk Assessment (Mar 2024) 

• Europe is heating at twice 

the global rate

• Europe will have to learn 

to live with 3 degrees 

warmer, even the Paris 

Agreement 1.5 degrees 

target is met



EU Action and Response to Climate 

Change: the European Green Deal

Ursula von der Leyen

President of the European Commission

Europe was the first continent to declare to be

climate neutral in 2050, and now we are the very

first ones to put a concrete roadmap on the table.

Europe walks the talk on climate policies through

innovation, investment and social compensation.



The European Green Deal:

Climate Targets – road to 2050

• The EU targets to become climate neutral by 

2050 with the mid-term goal to reduce GHG 

emission by at least 55% by 2030.

• In July 2025, the Commission proposed an 

amendment to the EU Climate Law, setting a 

target to reduce the emission by 90% by 2040.



Delivering the 2030 Climate Targets:

‘Fit for 55’ legislation package

• The European Climate Law 

adopted in 2021, set the EU 

climate goals into legislation

• ‘Fit for 55’ legislation 

package put in place, with 

full adoption of 

comprehensive, 

interconnected legislations 

to reach the EU’s 2030 goal

EU Emissions Trading 
System (ETS) reform FuelEU Maritime 

Regulation

Renewable Energy 
Directive

Social Climate Fund

Fit for 55

The European 

Green Deal 

ReFuelEU Aviation 
Regulation

Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism (CBAM)



Road to 2050 Climate Neutrality:

Where the EU stands

Decoupling between economic growth and GHG emissions



Circular Economy Transition

Need for Action

About 50% of total 

greenhouse gas emissions 

come from resource extraction 

and processing

The EU Zero pollution action plan (ZPAP)

targets for marine litter reduction

• By 2030, reduce by 50% plastic litter at sea and by 30% 

microplastics released into the environment

• Targets calculated on basis of Single Use Plastics (SUP) and 

microplastics measures; additional measures might be needed

• MSFD (Marine Strategy Framework Directive) is essential for 

their delivery and monitoring



Circular Economy Transition 

Opportunities

• Eliminating Pollution 

/ Waste to avoid 

costs and create new 

revenue streams

• Fostering greener 

and more resilient 

value chains

• Protecting nature: 

addressing resource 

scarcity, 

biodiversity loss, 

climate change

• Job creation: in 

waste management,  

digitalisation, materials 

innovation
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‘Fit for 55’ legislation package:

The EU strategies on CE and plastics

The

European

Green 

Deal 

Maintaining the value of products, 

materials and resources in the 

economy for as long as possible, & 

minimising the generation of waste

A climate-neutral, 

resource-efficient 

and competitive 

economy

Improving the 

economics and quality 

of recycling & curbing 

plastic waste & littering  



EU Strategy & Policy for CE: 

Circular Economy Action Plan

Key 
Value

Chains

Less 
Waste

More 
Value

Sustainable 
Product Policy 

Framework

Electronics and ICT

Batteries and vehicles

Packaging

Plastics

Textiles

Construction and buildings

Food, water and nutrients

Reduce Waste

Reduce Waste Exports

Boost market for high quality 

and safe secondary raw 

materials 35 actions

Make sustainable products the 

norm in the EU

Empower consumers and 

public buyers

Sustainable production processes 

Plastic = Key element 

in EU Circular 

Economy Action Plan



EU Strategy & Policy for CE: 

Circular Economy Action Plan

The new Circular Economy Action Plan presents new initiatives along the entire 

life cycle of products to transform our economy while protecting the environment.



EU Strategy & Policy for CE: 

The EU Plastics Strategy



EU Strategy & Policy for CE: 

Single Use Plastics Directive (SUPD)

• Covers 70% of all litter found on 

European beaches: Top 10 SUP (43%) + 

fishing gear (27%) 

Non-plastic
16%

Fishing related
27%

Other 
plastics

7% SUP top 10 
items
86%

Remaining SUP 
items 14%

SUP
50%

SUPD: targets for plastic bottles

Collection - 2025: 77%; 2029: 90%

Recycled content - 2025: 25%; 2030: 30% 

Other laws: mandatory requirements 

for key products such as packaging, 

vehicles, construction materials



EU Strategy & Policy for CE: 

Packaging & Packaging Waste Regulation

Objectives:

• Prevent and reduce packaging waste 

• Make all packaging on the EU market recyclable by 2030

• Decrease the use of virgin materials 

• Put the sector on track to climate neutrality by 2050

Implementation:

The requirements in the PPWR will be further specified in 

harmonised standards for packaging, guidelines, and 

subsequent adoption of implementing and delegated acts.



Biobased plastics and biodegradable & 

Compostable plastics 

Objectives: contribution to a sustainable plastics economy by

• Improving the understanding around these materials and clarify where these 

plastics can bring genuine environmental benefits and under which conditions

• Guiding citizens, public authorities and businesses in their policy, purchasing or 

investing decisions

• Preventing differences at national level and fragmentation of the market by 

promoting a shared understanding across the EU on their production and use

Law: There is currently no EU law in place applying to biobased, biodegradable 

and compostable plastics in a comprehensive manner. 

A non-binding EU Communication brings clarifications and sets out the 

conditions to ensure that the overall environmental impact of their production and 

consumption is positive. 



EU Strategy & Policy for CE: 

EU Waste Shipments Regulation

EU Regulation on Waste Shipments EU 

rules on the shipment of waste within and 

beyond EU borders, to protect environment 

and public health.



EU Strategy & Policy for CE: 

Where the EU stands

EU indicator ‘circular material use rate’ contribution of

recycled materials towards the overall use of materials.

In 2023, the EU’s circularity rate was 11.8%, 3.6% up

compared to 2004.

In 2022, the EU recycled 41% of 

all the generated plastic packaging 

waste, 

Slight increase compared to

2012 when the rate stood at 38%.



EU Green Diplomacy

• The EU is well aware of global scale of challenges

• The EU will always be import-dependent

Approach:

• International leadership in multilateral fora (COP, OECD, WTO etc.)

• EU global financing and technical support programs

• Free Trade Agreements (TSD chapters)

• Bilateral Green Partnerships

EU Green Diplomacy



The EU-RoK Green Partnership

“The EU and the Republic of Korea share the ambition of a climate-neutral future. The launch

of our Green Partnership will help us towards that goal. We will now work on the convergence in

key areas, and deepen cooperation on strategic, clean energy projects. Because it is good for

our supply chains, good for our competitiveness and good for the planet.”

• Implementation of Paris agreement

• Renewables and Energy Efficiency

• Clean and Just Transition

• Biodiversity & Forest

• Circular Economy and Pollution

• Joint Cooperation in third countries

▶ Green Partnership is supported by a dedicated EU project (4 yrs)

Outreach KR Stakeholders

(youth, CSO, academia, 

business, cities)

• Strong Partnership

• Green Transition

• Public Diplomacy

4 million euros

2024 - 2028

Budget / Duration Target Objectives



Towards a legally binding

global instrument

• Historic decision by the fifth meeting of the United 

Nations Environment Assembly 

• Negotiating committee successfully established

• Agreement should address plastic pollution, including in 

marine environments, through a life-cycle approach

• Promote sustainable consumption and production, 

including through circular economy approaches

• Critical to finally conclude negotiations at INC-5.2 in 

August in Geneva.



DELEGATION OF THE EU 

TO THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Thank you


