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World Environment Day 2025, Korea
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https://wed2025.kr/WED/25557/index.do

In March 2022, at the resumed fifth session of the UN Environment Home
Assembly (UNEA-5.2), a historic resolution was adopted to About
develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic Seesiona arid Mestings
pollution, including in the marine environment. e
The resolution (5/14) requested the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to convene National Focal Points
an Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) to develop “the instrument," which is to be based on a PP——
approach that the full life cycle of plastic, including its production, design, and
disposal Notifications
The INC began its work during the second half of 2022, with the ambition to complete the negotiations by the .
end of 2024. The first session of the INC (INC-1) took place in Punta del Este, Uruguay, from 28 November to 2 Webcast
December 2022, followed by a second session (INC-2) from 29 May to 2 June 2023 in Paris, France. The third =
session (INC-3) marked the process' midway point from 13 to 19 November 2023 in Nairobi, Kenya, followed 9
by the fourth session (INC-4) from 23 to 29 April 2024 in Ottawa, Canada.

The first part of the fifth session (INC-5.1) took place from 25 November to 1 December 2024 in Busan,
Republic of Korea. The s part of the fifth session (INC-5.2) is scheduled to take place from Sto 14
August 2025 in Geneva, Switzerland.

Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on Plastic Pollution | UNEP - UN Environment
Programme
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The Sustainable Development Goals Report

The progress assessment carried out in 2024 reveals that the world is
severely off track to realize the 2030 Agenda. Of the 169 targets, 135 can be
assessed using available global trend data from the 2015 baseline to the most
recent year, along with custodian agency analyses; 34 targets lack sufficient
trend data or additional analysis. Among the assessable targets, only 17 per
cent display progress sufficient for achievement by 2030. Nearly half

d

Y United

s

77 Nations

Overall progress across targets based on 2015-2024 global aggregate data

30%

® On track or target met Moderate progress Marginal progress

Stagnation @ Regression

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf, 2025.7.7 Z1AH

I. The current status of the SDGs: severely off track

(48 per cent) exhibit moderate to severe deviations from the desired
trajectory, with 30 per cent showing marginal progress and 18 per cent
moderate progress. Alarmingly, 18 per cent indicate stagnation and 17
per cent regression below the 2015 baseline levels.! This comprehensive
assessment underscores the urgent need for intensified efforts to put the

SDGs on course. Detailed analysis by target can be found at the end of this
report.

Progress assessment for the 17 Goals based on assessed targets, by Goal
(percentage)
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More than 2,500 local leaders have
signed onto the WAS| statement
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U.S. governors, mayors, businesses, investors, colleges
and universities say:

WE= ARE
STILL IN

DS TR | Smeiy Il g

£ EHD0FOEYC| 7R B W

U LD AULPIIAOI JB R BT,
U0l S Ap (2 YT

S, 4O, S(dl, baby, dil)”

Q2= CiA HRBHHE 20, Wl g 3
Ouidgold-48) 0TSSP R 2"

and will work together to ensure the
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U.S. remains a global leader in reducing carbon emissions.
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Support for the Paris Agreement — We Are Still In - Bora

Thousands gather in Boston for a "Hands Off Massachusetts! rally in opposition to the US president C

Crowds of demonstrators gathered across all 50 US states on Saturday in what

was expected to be the largest nationwide protest since Donald Trump began his
second term...

Anti-Trump protests erupt in all 50 US states
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Promotes a just transition to a circular
economy
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Increases resource efficiency and
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The circular economy model:

Less raw material, less waste, fewer emissions
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eration or landfilled

1 is estimated that less than
textiles worldwide
nto new textiles

Consumption of plastics is expected
to double in the coming 20 years

By 2050, plastics could account
for 20% of oil co

sumption, 15%
of greenhouse gas emissions,
and there o

than fish in the ocean

+ EZtAE|(Plastics)
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Driving new business models wil

boost sorting, reuse and recycling L
of textiles, and allow consumers —
choose sustainable textiles. Ecodesigr =

o rar
be made to last longer

roducts: clothes will

©

Single-use products will he phased

¢ g, out wherever possible and replaced by

durable products for multiple use

Acting on microplasties - re<tricting
wentionally added microplastics, increasing the
capture of microplastics at all relevant stages I

nf the product ifecycle
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FOOD ana PACKAGING
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In 2017 packaging waste reached
in Europe a record of 173 kg per
inhabitant

Each citizen produces nearly half
a tonne of municipal waste
per year
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New legislative initiatives on reuse to substitute
single-use packaging, tableware and cutlery
by reusable products in food services, as well

as targets for reducing packaging waste will be

proposed

Measures will be introduced for waste %

prevention and reduction, increasing
recycled content. minimising waste exports
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and labelling of products will be launched
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Table 1. Key Capacity Gaps for Effective Plastic Management and Circular Economy Implementation

Capacity Gap Definition y Challenges Indicators
Policy and The disparity between Lack of national plastic reduction | Existence of national plastic _
Governance Gap comprehensive policy strategies, weak enforcement regulations, enforcement of ada2r H xl- X 94
frameworks needed to address mechanisms, insufficient plastic bans, institutional capacity
plastic pollution and current legislative tools. for monitoring and reporting
governance structures in plastic waste.
countries
HzEH T Al SH& o4 e}
Technological and The gap between advanced Qutdated recycling facilities, Number of recycling facilities, Xz al IHA HT [ I'Ilj:IlE" EIH oY o o -
Infrastructure Gap waste management technologies | lack of access to technological waste management technology 1 O = j-“:H —— T II‘ ar o] =2ol= e
and the existing infrastructure innovations, inadequate data adoption rates, efficiency of =1 j._"_,l ge;ﬂ =
in countries for effective plastic management systems for plastic national plastic data tracking
management. lifecycle tracking. systems.
Financial Resource The shortfall between the Limited access to international Amount of national and _II__—$— IH%% }\ |§ :JJ Eay x|
Gap funding required to implement financing mechanisms, international funding dedicated _it-l & ;] |%I!|_ :_:])_ Ho o = . IHE,LE}\ lg A j |% Col=
sustainable plastic management overreliance on external funding, | to plastic waste management, - 47T = LHlER Rl ! T L=
systems and the available and insufficient domestic access to green financing tools oI = F Dy =
} : . I Jto i AH| A
financial resources. investment. like blended finance or green | a]' I_l-A-l I"O | AHX =7 == E-"O | E-I |_|-a| }\|_|:| 2=
bonds ToTj| =3 E"O|E‘| =
Socio-Cultural and The gap between the level of High cultural reliance on single Public participation in recycling
Behavioral G: ublic awareness and behavior use plastics, underfunded or rograms, awareness levels ol = = Al = 2 MO 525E ZIlAEl = = OH
chavioral Gap | ‘ plastcs, uner ProEras, SWareness e _ 228 M2l &M I | SMss 824 75, =ctAE 20F S,
changes needed for effective underutilized public awareness regarding plastic pollution, 3 IH)( II__?__I ;tlII' ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
plastic pollution prevention and | campaigns. adoption rates of sustainable . < = -1 J}0| T DHEIIAE o|ZF= O|19I= === AHOS Co| AT 2l=2C |:)
current practices consumer practices. I|- (=] ‘—_"l X|-O| D_‘IHO _'l [l L‘—_'_IF T/ =/ o5 g T j— L =
Industrial and The gap between circular Lack of markets for recycled Proportion of recycled materials
. ‘ ‘ ) s . ) ) . = = = o= o= (=)
Economic Structural | industrial systems required plastics, limited capacuty.for in the produchon.cham. levels _ _ _ ‘}\ | Eﬂ O‘_|tL!I!|- ODH% tﬂgf Célg'l—g 94_”__ _|'___|Cl|'. |'O:|—§
Gap for sustainable plastic use and sustainable product design, weak | of private sector investment in 4 }\l.S_lI._E__ (&l)_\! E!II.
existing fragmented, linear private sector engagement. circular economy models. ) A IE}._I o 0] EI-IH:"O| == — A
: T T = —— DOl T/ > L
economic structures.
Data and Information | The shortfall between Lack of national digital platforms | Presence of a national digital —
: ! ‘ THEI= A& 2X] L
Management Ga comprehensive data collection for plastic waste tracking, poor platform for plastic waste T .
g P ol — == == = =) [
systems needed for decision- real-time data integration, tracking, integration of real-time 5 &'%‘I = gﬂl?'_;}_‘_ :_’t" II‘ o |'<:> &l’%‘l ?—_;E === o
making and the current data and | insufficient transparency in data collection, accessibility of |_|-%:| I-"% %"j:" C_):" %k %E‘_ﬁ: %:'
infrastructure available. reporting waste flows. data on plastic waste flows. o
SAIZE OIOIE Ol
= [ '
. al M- T :
International Trade The gap between global trade Lack of integrated supply Capacity to manage international 6 EII 0 | L__.| = c;l_l_ Z! II‘ = -
and Supply Chain systems needed to support chains, insufficient regulations plastic flows, number of f%:'é—:! T
Gap sustainable plastic management for transboundary plastic international agreements ratified
and thc‘(urrc.nt trade waste HDVYS_ weak international and ||jp\cmcnth related to $I_Il Soop =5 0=
mechanisms in place. collaboration. sustainable plastics trade. oo ol o o HT - Pl e s Y = I e Y
Skills and Human The shortfall between specialized | Limited access to training Number of trained professionals 7 T = o-g C-J; —|II' =Hed o I|
Resource Gap skills and workforce knowledge programs, insufficient expertise in sustainable waste 7;11-" D “:I |_- H—/ T
needed for phasing out plastic in ecodesign, sustainable waste management, availability of
pollution and the current management, and circular educational programs focused on I-‘I —
educational structures. economy implementation. circular economy and ecodesign 8 OIIH ol 5 = il— (AL
Research, Innovation, | The gap between the level of Underdeveloped innovation Level of research funding in - = = W= = ===
and Adaptation Gap | research and innovation required | ecosystems, low research plastic waste management, =
for context-appropriate solutions | investment, generated knowledge | number of local innovations
and the current capacity for local | is not efficiently shared, and implemented, adaptability %ﬂ I|
adaptations. limited flexibility to adopt of research outputs to local g 01?__; &' = :Hil'
solutions to local contexts. conditions - = - e T =
Stakeholder The disparity between the level Weak coordination between Number of public private -
Coordination and of multi-stakeholder engagement | government bodies, industry partnerships (PPPs) focused
Collaboration Gap needed for effective plastic players, and civil society; on plastic waste engagement Io‘l —'?'—
managcmont and the Furrcwwt \msL\fﬁ[ienF international levels of civil society in plastic ‘I 0_ Olﬁl-l_?dj:llxl- C;‘:ﬁ'a :_t!il- _
capacity for collaboration. collaboration. management, degree of D |_
international cooperation =
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