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WHO  WE AR E



M AKING  CHANG E
LOCAL 

TRANSFORMATION
Implementation of 

zero waste solutions 
at the local level 

SYSTEMS SHIFT
Enabling conditions to 

scale up solutions 
through policy and 

finance 

MOVEMENT BUILDING
Working on the ground 

to empower 
grassroots 

organisations and 
wastepickers





Fossil fuel 
extraction

Production and 
manufacturing

Disposal of 
plastic waste 

Transportation

CIEL et al. (2019). Plastic & Climate: The Hidden Costs of a Plastic Planet.

Plastic results in greenhouse 
gas emissions at each stage of 
the lifecycle—from its birth as 
fossil fuels through refining and 
manufacture to the massive 
emissions at the end of life

CLIM ATE IM PACTS O F THE PLASTIC 
LIFECYCLE



O ver 99% plastic is made from 
fossil fuels
All plastic companies own or are owned by oil 
and gas companies
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G LO B AL PLASTICS TR EATY
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UNEA 1
(2014)

UNEA 
3 &4

(2017, 
2019)

UNEA 
5.2

(2022)

Agreed to create “an 
international legally 

binding instrument” to 
“end plastic pollution”

Plastics addressed as 
a “marine litter” 

problem

Agreed to establish an 
Ad-Hoc Open-Ended 

Expert Group to address 
plastic pollution and 

recognized a need for an 
international treaty

G LO B AL PLASTICS TR EATY
How did we  get here?



OUR DEMANDS
FOR THE GLOBAL 
PLASTICS TREATY

Focus on  reducing plastic production

Scale up reuse

Just transition for waste pickers and 
affected communities

Polluter and producer accountability

No loopholes, do no harm: all plastics, no 
dirty technologies, no offsetting, no 
worsening environmental injustice



G LO B AL PLASTICS TR EATY
Objectives



UN  Secretary G eneral    
joins Break Free From 
Plastic members in 
calling on negotiators 
to “turn off the tap” !



Early 2025, location tbc                                      Conference of Plenipotentiaries will adopt the treaty

O ctober-November 2024, Korea                  INC-5

April/May 2024, Canada                                      INC-4

February 2024, Kenya                                          UNEA 6

November 2023, Kenya                                       INC-3 will discuss treaty zero draft

May 2023, France                                                   INC-2 discussed UNEP Options Paper

November 2022, Uruguay                                  INC-1 discussed procedure

May 2022, Senegal                                                Open-Ended Working Group provisionally adopted Draft Rules of Procedure

March 2022, Kenya                                               UNEA 5.2 adopted  Resolution 5/14

G LO B AL PLASTICS TR EATY
Timeline

https://www.unep.org/events/conference/second-session-intergovernmental-negotiating-committee-develop-international
https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/42190/UNEP-PP-INC.2-4%20English.pdf?sequence=13&isAllowed=y
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/inter-governmental-negotiating-committee-meeting-inc-1
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/Intergovernmental-Negotiating-Committee-end-plastic-pollution
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/40029/Draft%20Rules%20of%20Procedure-English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/39764/END%20PLASTIC%20POLLUTION%20-%20TOWARDS%20AN%20INTERNATIONAL%20LEGALLY%20BINDING%20INSTRUMENT%20-%20English.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


G LO B AL PLASTICS TR EATY
Zero waste hierarchy



High ambition
dramatically reduced production 

Medium ambition
phaseout of most problematic polymers and additives

Low ambition
improved waste management, some transparency measures

Status quo
no treaty, unchecked production growth

Worse than no treaty
endorses plastic-to-energy, plastic credits, and other false solutions

G LO B AL PLASTICS TR EATY
Treaty Ambition – A Conceptual Guide



G LO B AL PLASTICS TR EATY
Recommendations for the Korean government

🔴 Focus on  reducing plastic 
production

Cap and phasedown of all production or phaseout 
of primary plastic

🟡 Scale up reuse Binding reuse/return targets/standards/funding

🔴 Just transition for waste 
pickers and affected 
communities

Include workers and affected communities in the 
elaboration of national implementation plans

🟡 Polluter and producer 
accountability

EPR for reduction and reuse 

🔴 No loopholes, do no harm Address all plastics, no dirty technologies, no 
offsetting, no worsening environmental injustice



FO R  MO R E INFO R M ATIO N

www.no-burn.org/unea-plastics-treaty



Thank you

Doun Moon 문도운 doun@no-burn.org

For treaty-related matters, please contact:

Arpita Bhagat 
Plastic Policy Officer, GAIA Asia Pacific
arpita@no-burn.org
arpita@no-burn.org
C. Semee Rhee 이세미
BFFP Global Policy Advisor
semee@breakfreefromplastic.org

Follow us on social
Global twitter: @GAIAnoburn
Global facebook: @GAIAzerowaste

Asia Pacific twitter: @ZeroWasteAsia
Asia Pacific facebook: @GAIAAsiaPacific

US/Canada twitter: @GAIAUS_CAN
US/Canada facebook: @GAIAUSCAN

Zero Waste Europe twitter: @ZeroWasteEurope
Zero Waste Europe facebook: @ZeroWasteEurope

Visit no-burn.org for more information
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